
This webinar explores ideas for teaching RE this term 
that are creative, spiritual, interesting and spill over into 

other subjects. Good, hearty RE in hard times. 
Here comes a flood of ideas for 5-11s as you teach 

Remembrance, All Souls and All Saints Day, anti-racist RE, 
annunciation, visitation, advent and Christmas

Let’s make it marvellous for the pupils.
Lat Blaylock lat@retoday.org.uk

mailto:lat@retoday.org.uk


Spiritual and creative 
RE: getting thinking.

Remembrance



The Bible says:

• “Whoever shares with others should do it 
generously. Whoever has authority should work 
hard. Whoever shows kindness to others should 
do it cheerfully. Love must be completely 
sincere. Hate what is evil, hold on to what is 
good. Love one another warmly, as Christian 
brothers, and be eager to show respect to one 
another. Work hard. Do not be lazy. Serve the 
Lord with a heart full of devotion. Let your hope 
keep you joyful. Be patient in all your troubles. 
Pray at all times.”

• 14 pieces of advice / Saint Paul, Romans 12:8-11



Was Dr Noel Chavasse an 
inspirational person? 

Was he a good follower of Jesus?
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Kate Bruning Questions were: Why do we 

remember? How do you feel when you look 

at a poppy? What does God think about 

war? How can we be peacemakers?

We'd previously done pair and share facts 

and then an activity responding to various 

viewpoints- like silent debate but not done 

in silence!

Children loved it!

https://www.facebook.com/kate.bruning.3?fref=ufi


Layla Year R Hannah Year R



Emmanuel Year 1 Seth Year 1



Erin Year 3 Eva Year 3



Billie   Year 5                 Armistice acrostics Tabatha Year 5



Aryan Year 4 

A peace acrostic



Thea Year 4

A prayer for 

peace



Poll: What are your ambitions for 
RE this year?
A. I would love to see more classes across the Year Groups where creative 

ideas are used often.

B. We need a more thoughtful RE where childrens’ own thinking skills grow 
and are applied.

C. We need to move away from too much ‘bread and butter’ book learning 
to a much more engaged, exciting and memorable curriculum

D. Spiritual growth for every child, not just ‘knowledge gathering’ or 
‘factual recall.’

E. We could do with greater relevance in RE – e.g. from some topics and 
from making better connections to what the children believe and their 
own ideas.

• Please select up to three of these from your thinking today, and type your 
comments on these into the chat box. 



How did Saint Peter 
learn that ‘God has no 
favourites’?

Anti-racist religious education
www.anti-racist-re.org.uk
www.natre.org.uk/anti-racist-re

http://www.anti-racist-re.org.uk/
http://www.natre.org.uk/anti-racist-re


How did Saint Peter learn that ‘God has no favourites’?
In RE pupils learn about diversity all the time. 
In anti-racist RE, negative or racist attitudes or behaviour are confronted 
and challenged so that prejudice can be reduced and equality and justice 
issues can be highlighted.

In this lesson your pupils aged 7-11 will have a chance to explore the 
meaning of a key story from the Christian Bible. They will think about the 
belief that ‘God shows no favouritism’ and have the chance to respond 
with ideas of their own.

See the notes to this slide for further details.

Start your pupils work on the next slide. 

Here is a simple video version of the story that you might like to use. 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THfHM84byqA

© RE Today 2020 - RE Today working with the Free Churches Group and Methodist Schools for anti-racist RE

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=THfHM84byqA


The story of Peter at Joppa 
(from Acts chapter 10)

➢ 2000 years ago, when the Christian church was new, its first members were 
Jewish like Jesus had been. They followed the Jewish laws about food and they 
didn’t eat with people who were not Jewish. Maybe some of them were 
prejudiced against non-Jewish people, who they called ‘Gentiles.’ Maybe there 
were even some reasons for Jewish people to dislike Gentiles.

➢ But things had to change. People from all sorts of different backgrounds and 
ethnicities wanted to follow Jesus. They were starting to convert to Christianity. 

➢ One of them was a Roman soldier, a centurion called Cornelius, in charge of 100 
troops. Of course, many Jewish people had reasons to be suspicious of the 
Romans and their armies.  And it was the Romans who had crucified Jesus. 
Cornelius had a message from an angel about talking with Peter, Jesus’ disciple, 
and he sent servants to invite Peter to meet with him. 



➢ Peter was now one of the leaders of the new church. Before Cornelius’ servants 
arrived at the house where Peter was staying, he had a vision. He had gone up 
to the roof of the house to pray in the afternoon, and he fell asleep. In his 
dream he saw a great big sheet, let down from heaven.  In the sheet there were 
all kinds of animal foodstuffs – all the ones which Jewish people are not 
allowed to eat. Peter heard a voice, which he recognised as from God: ‘Get up 
Peter, and eat!’ ‘Never!’ he replied. ‘I have never eaten these kinds of dirty 
foods. I’m Jewish!’

➢ In the dream the same thing happened three times. Then he woke up. While he 
was still wondering what this dream meant (he did not forget it!), his visitors 
arrived. The Centurion’s servants explained why they had come. “Our master 
Cornelius has sent us. He is a Roman Centurion and he wants you to come and 
visit him and bring the message of Jesus. He wants to be a Christian, even 
though he’s a Roman.’ 



➢ Suddenly, Peter realised what his dream meant: if God sent Gentiles to him 
asking about Jesus, it would be wrong of him to say ‘they are dirty, unclean, 
foreigners to God’. ‘Now I get it’ he thought ‘God is telling me that people of all 
different nations can come to Christ.’ He agreed to go and meet Cornelius, and 
when he got there, he shared the Gospel of Jesus with the Gentiles. He said to 
them: ‘Certainly, I now understand that God shows no favouritism.’ He had 
learned a big lesson.

➢ Cornelius and all his household became Christians, and from then onwards the 
Christian community was not just open to Jewish people, but to all people. The 
religion Jesus had started was not to be a racist religion, but one where people 
from every nation and tribe were united in worship and faith. The Christians did 
not always follow this teaching, but it is in the Bible, and can make a difference 
today



“I think the main point of this story is 
that God showed Cornelius what to 
do next. This Roman was already a 

good person, and gave to charity, but 
he wanted something more from life. 
That is why God gave him the vision, 

and why he became a Christian.”

“The story has 2 meanings. It’s 
about Cornelius becoming a 

Christian and Peter realising that 
God has no favourites. God loves 

everyone the same, Jewish or 
Gentile. The Spirit of God sends 

visions and dreams to make these 
two things happen. I can’t guess 

who learned the most, whether it 
was Peter or Cornelius.”

“The first Christians were all 
Jewish and they may have been 
prejudiced against the Gentiles. 

This story is in the Bible because it 
tells all Christians that they 

mustn’t be racist. Just as God loves 
and forgives everyone, so all 

Christians must accept humans, 
whatever people or tribe they are 

from.”

“This story matters to 
Christians very much because it 
is the moment when the new 

religion of Jesus stopped being 
‘just for Jewish people’ and 

became something for 
everyone. Today there are over 
2.4 billion Christians. It started 

with Cornelius.”

Here are four 
different ideas 
about the main 
meanings of the 
story. 
Read each one 
aloud in a group of 
three and discuss 
together what it is 
saying.
Rank them: which 
ones do you think 
give the best 
interpretation of 
the story? 



Complete these 4 sentences to give your own understanding of 
the story
A. Peter might have been alarmed by Cornelius, the Roman 

Centurion, because…
B. The meaning of Peter’s vision of the sheet full of forbidden 

food was…
C. Peter said ‘I now understand that God shows no favouritism.’ 

I think he meant…
D. What might Christians today learn from this story? I think… 



When did you change 
your mind?

➢ Good learners are willing 
to change their minds.

➢ Look at the grid here, and 
think and talk about 
times when you changed 
your mind. 

➢ Sometimes we call this 
‘having an open mind.’

➢ Complete your version of 
the grid, thinking 
carefully



Design a ‘Welcome’ poster
➢ Sometimes people grow up to be scared of those who are 

different – maybe Peter was like that in the story. But the voice of 
God changed his mind. If Christian churches follow the example of 
Peter, they should never be racist, because god has no favourites. 

➢Design a ‘Welcome’ poster to go outside a church that expresses 
this idea.



Charter to reduce 

racism, but a 

group of Yr 4 

pupils, interesting 

to see that it 

starts with two 

universal points, 

then makes three 

points about the 

specifics of 

racism.



Freya and Isabella, both in Yr 3, 

designed these welcome notices for 

church and school



Examples

Simran is 11
Saira is 11

A Welcome Poster for all 
religions

A Welcome sign for our 
RE classroom



What did you learn? 
Can you say ‘yes’ to some of these? Well done!

➢Describe the meaning and importance of Acts 10 for Christians today
➢Consider different possible meanings for Acts 10 and rank them, giving 

reasons
➢Explain links between the Biblical story and the Christian community 

today
➢Express thoughtful views about ways in which a community such as a 

church can be a place of welcome for everyone, including people from 
minority ethnic communities.



Adverts: email me on 
lat@retoday.org.uk with ‘Salford’ in 
the title to take advantage…

Subscribe

• NATRE membership

• £80 the year

• 3 x RE Today, 3 books, 1400 
downloads, discounts on 
webinars, training and 
publications, monthly email to 
update…

• Schools in need can check 
eligibility to join our subsidised 
scheme, ‘Primary £1000’. £55 for 
two years. 

Buy
Relevant to todays’ work:

• 101 Great Ideas for Spiritual and 
Moral RE - £26.50

• Picturing Jesus Fresh Ideas  - £31

• RE in Action – 40+ examples of 
great RE. £25

• Series of 9 books: Inspiring RE £80 
(usually £10 each)

• You can have 20% off because you 
are here today if you spend over 
£10.

• Would you like me to give your 
staff a webinar? Ask me for 
prices….

www.natre.org.uk/shop

All our great RE stuff available here.

mailto:lat@retoday.org.uk
http://www.natre.org.uk/shop


Look at the little family here. 

Lodz, Poland

All Souls is celebrated with 

millions of candles all over 

each city. Calm, solemn, 

thoughtful.



Mexico, The Day of the Dead. These festivities invert the norm, and play with 
the holy – edible skulls made of cake, sugar, chocolate, draw the sting of the 

fear and a riotous set of celebrations and memories are unleashed.



Comparisons: same day, same 
religion, same meaning (?) But so 
different – what is good about 
each one? Can you think of three 
things?

https://www.catholic.org/saints/d
ay-of-the-dead/

• And what do you think? 

• Discuss with your talking partner 
what would be the best 5 ways to 
remember those we love who have 
died.

• Remember this can be a sensitive or 
a sad topic – but remembering 
people is so important.

https://www.catholic.org/saints/day-of-the-dead/




Saints
Put the picture on the whiteboard and ask the 
children…

• How many people can you see? 

• How old do you think they are?

• How many girls? How many boys?

• What are they wearing?

• What do you notice about the lady in the middle? What do you 
guess about her? (tell the children about Mother Teresa)

• What prayer might she be praying in the picture? Ask children to 
write the prayer.





Core knowledge for pupils 
(adaptable for All Saints)

RE expects some tough thinking. 
• You will learn about the story of Mother Teresa / Saint 

Teresa and make some inferences (guesses) about her 
way of following Jesus.

• You will think about and describe how and why Mother 
Teresa puts her beliefs into action 

RE always encourages you to be thoughtful and 
imaginative. Can you learn to:
• Respond thoughtfully to some things Jesus said.
• Create an image of Mother Teresa which shows your 

thoughts about her life



Here are six things Jesus said. Mother Teresa tried always to follow Jesus. Can 
you use the 6 sayings to work out what she might do when she had a decision 
to make?

1. Trust in God

2. Love your 

neighbour as 

much as you love 

yourself.

3. If someone 

does you harm, 

forgive them

4. Do to other 

people what you 

would like them 

to do to you.

5. You are happy 

if you are kind to 

others. People 

will be kind to 

them.

6. Be like a light: 

shine in a dark 

world



Guess what Saint Teresa did next

One day in 1946 when she 

was a head mistress Teresa 

was walking down the 

street in Kolkata. 

She saw a person lying in 

the gutter. He was dirty, 

starving and terribly ill. He 

was close to death. 

Everyone else was ignoring 

the man.

• She took the man’s hand, spoke 
kindly to him, and prayed for 
him. She stayed with him till he 
died, and arranged for his body 
to be cremated.



Guess what Mother Teresa did next

Mother Teresa was always 

very busy. 

Thousands of people came 

to her homes for help 

when they were sick or 

dying.

There was never enough 

money to look after all 

those she wanted to help. 

She did not want to beg.

• She got up at 5am every 
morning and prayed to God to 
supply the needs of the 
Missionaries of Charity.



Guess what Mother Teresa did next

Some people did not like 

the fact that Mother 

Teresa was caring for sick 

and dying people in their 

area. 

They worried they might 

catch something nasty. 

Some of them threw 

stones at her.

• She forgave the people 
throwing stones. She asked 
them to come and see the work 
she was doing. She took them 
on a tour of her ‘Home for 
people dying.’ One of them 
became her friend. 



Guess what Mother Teresa did next

Mother Teresa knew that 

some people in India had 

babies they did not want. 

Sometimes these babies 

were just left outside a 

hospital by mums who 

were too poor to look after 

them.

• She put adverts in the papers to 
say ‘If you cannot care for your 
baby, if you don’t want your 
baby, I want her, or him. Bring 
the babies to me’. 

• She ran the biggest adoption 
agency in India (Adoption is 
caring for babies whose mums 
and dads could not care for them 
by finding them a new family)



Guess what Mother Teresa did next

One day Mother Teresa 

met a person who had the 

virus called HIV. 

Many people were scared 

of this virus, which can 

make you very ill or kill 

you. 

They would not even shake 

hands with a person with 

HIV.

• She sat down with the sick 
person and held his hand while 
they were filmed and the film 
was shown on TV. She was not 
scared.
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People are often unkind and selfish 
Forgive them anyway

If you are kind, people may think 
you want something back

Be kind anyway
If you are honest, people may cheat you. 

Be honest anyway
If you find happiness, people may be jealous. 

Be happy anyway
The good you do today 

may be forgotten tomorrow
Do good anyway

Give the world the best you have, 
and it may never be enough

Give your best anyway
For you see, in the end, it is between you and God

It was never between you and them, anyway 



Saint Teresa of 
Kolkata
Choose six words 
that sum up her 
life. Design a better 
window!





This class book was made 

by Yr 1 pupils from a ‘life 

of Saint Teresa in 30 

sentences’ Each child 

made one page, and the 

whole story was loved by 

the class. 

Choose any saint, and tell 

the story like this. Make a 

gallery or class book. 

Set some harder and 

some easier sentences to 

differentiate, and ask a 

small group if they can put 

the book together.

























Poll: Which of today’s activities are you keen 
to use in your school?

A. Noel Chavasse’s story and Roman 8

B. Poppies and Acrostics for Remembrance displays

C. Saint Peter at Joppa: God has no favourites

D. When did you change your mind? Anti racist RE

E. Saint Teresa of Kolkata – spiritual thoughtful and creative learning

• Please select up to three of these from your thinking today, and type your 
comments on these into the chat box. 



Part 2: Annunciation, 
Visitation, Advent, 

Christmas – creative, 
thoughtful, spiritual

Will your pupils find their learning about 
Christmas in RE this year memorable? 

Challenging? Engaging? Inspiring?



Part 2: Annunciation, Visitation, 
Advent, Christmas – creative, 
thoughtful, spiritual

• 5-11s deserve to have their school Christmas be 
memorable and thoughtful

• A spiritual curriculum at Christmas doesn’t just 
involve knowing the stories, but also engaging with 
the meanings, symbols and personal engagement.

• Variety of activity opens up creativity, 
thoughtfulness and spirituality – ‘book work’ does 
not always achieve this.



“Annunciation” by Edward Frampton



“The Visitation” by James B. Janknegt, 2008.









A mobile  phone

Messengers 

and 

messages

Angels

Prayer

Communicat

ion

Roles of angels in the first 

revelation of the Holy Qur’an and 

the Christmas story have been 

explored in stories and thinking. 

Pupils take a mobile phone 

illustration, and create 5 

messages to the human race, 

from the angel of mercy, the 

angel of good news, the angel of 

death, the angel of hope and the 

fallen angel – this expresses 

visions of life in a reflective and 

interesting way. What would the 

angels say to the humans today?

Copyright Lat Blaylock RE Today 2012



“The angel came to 
tell Mary about the 

baby Jesus. Mary 
was surprised. She 

said it was OK”

Chloe is 4



Angel Messages

Read the text 

messages on the 

following slides. Can 

you work out what is 

happening using 

just these texts? 



From the angel Gabriel to Mary: 

“Don’t be afraid Mary. Ur going to 

have a baby. He is going to be a 

special baby. U will call him 

Jesus. He will be the Son of God. 

See you soon, A-G x x x ” 

By Tyler, 10



From Mary to the Angel Gabriel, “I 

CAN’T HAVE A BABY! Joseph will 

go up the wall. I’m going to get 

married next week. But I’m sorry I 

can’t do this. Everyone would 

hate me. Please I don’t want this. I 

am really worried about this. 

CALL ME ASAP. M x x x ” 



From the Angel Gabriel to the 

shepherds, “hello shepherds, how 

are you doing? Don’t be scared! 

The Son of God is going to be born 

in Bethlehem. He will be a gift to all 

people and there will be no more 

darkness on this world. See you 

there. AG x” (by Razik, 10)



From the Angel Gabriel to Joseph, 

“Joseph, King Herod wants to kill 

Jesus. U must flee to Egypt so 

King Herod won’t hurt him. Stay 

in Egypt until I tell you to come 

back –K. Otherwise you may be 

caught.  x” (by Travean, 10)



In groups of  4, 

write the texts 

between 

people in 

these 8 key 

moments… 

1. The Angel comes to visit 
Mary and tell her she is 

going to have a baby. Mary 
accepts the message.

2. Joseph dreams of the 
angel, who tells him to go 

ahead and marry Mary, 
and call the baby ‘Jesus’

3. The baby is born in a 
cattle shed because all 
Bethlehem is full. The 

angels watch.

4. The Angel appears to 
some shepherds and asks 
them to go and welcome 
the new baby, who is God 

come down to earth.

5. The angel is joined by 
the choir of angels, who 
sing ‘Peace on Earth’ to 

the shepherds.

6. The angel warns the 
Magi who have visited the 
baby with gifts to go home 
a secret way, avoiding evil 

king Herod.

7. The Angel appears to 
Joseph and tells him to 
take Mary and Jesus to 

Egypt to be safe from evil 
king Herod.

8. At the end of the story, 
the angel reports back to 

‘Heavenly High Command’ 
How did it all go? 



Well done! In RE today you have…

• Used words like ‘incarnation’, 
‘miracle’ and ‘celebrate’ to show 
you understand the importance 
of Christmas for Christians

• Had a great discussion about the 
story of the Nativity, and shown 
how well you understand 
Christian belief 

• Made links between what you 
know about God, angels, the 
Madonna and worship to your 
understanding of the stories of 
Jesus’ birth. 

(Most 11YOs)

• Explained why Jesus matters 
more to Christians than Santa 
Claus

• Explained some similarities and 
differences between the ways 
Jesus can be represented in 
music, art and text

• Explain your own views on 
questions such as: What is the 
real meaning of Christmas? Do 
artists and musicians express the 
real meaning of Christmas? What 
matters most to Christians at 
Christmas? 

(Some 11YOs)



Advent: Preparing for God?

The Christian season of Advent is, 
traditionally, made up of 24 days of 
fasting, prayer and self discipline, to 

get the believer ready for the coming 
of God in Jesus, celebrated at 
Christmas. How is the season 

changing?



Christmas – what 
is it all about? 
Imagine an alien 
who wanted to 
know what is 
being celebrated 
at this festival. 
What view could 
be formed from 
looking at this 
one?



“Away in a 
manger, no crib 
for a bed, Bart, 
Marge and Homer 
get dressed up in 
red….”



“I’m a Barbie Girl, 
In a Barbie World. 

Made of Plastic. 
Not that fantastic.”



• Is a fairtrade 
picture of 
Jesus birth 
better?



• Words fail me.



Harry, age 8
Key Christian beliefs about Advent 
and Christmas



Harry, age 8
Key Christian beliefs about Advent 
and Christmas

How could your school use a task like this to 

show progress in RE?

Do your pupils have clear knowledge like this 

about the Christian celebration of Advent / 

Christmas?

In what ways does this work show good RE in 

action?

Questions:

• Harry has a clear understanding of the 
meaning of the period of Advent for Christians 
as a time of preparing, waiting and 
anticipating what is to come. 

• A key quality of this work is the depth of 
knowledge and understanding of Christian 
beliefs shown by the pupil; for example, that 
Jesus is considered by Christians to be a king 
and the Son of God. 

• This work describes how Christians show 
their beliefs and use scripture as they mark, 
celebrate and worship at Advent and 
Christmas, Harry achieving well for his age. 

The 24 doors all have different 

facts and quotes about advent 

behind them, adding up to rich 

knowledge of the season.



Which nativity?









Assessment: Which nativity?

• Describe the four nativity sets, and Father 
David’s dilemma

• Explain your top two choices, with reasons.

• What matters most at Christmas, and why? 
Santa/ God coming to earth / Carols / Turkey 
/ Presents / Baby Jesus / Holidays / Families

• What did you think, in this activity, about the 
‘real meaning of Christmas’?



Which nativity?
£159

£60

£199

£00







He came down to Earth from 

Heaven, who is God and Lord 

of all

The Angel said ‘Peace on Earth 

and goodwill to all people with 

who God is pleased’

The true 

light was 

coming into  

the world.

The stars in the 

Bright Sky 

looked down 

where he lay, 

the little Lord 

Jesus asleep 

on the hay.

Mary laid him in a manger because 

there was no room for them at the inn

Sing to the Lord for 

he has done 

wonderful things





Paper the walls with your wisdom
Assembly for December 1st

1. One thing I love about Christmas 
is…

2. One thing I hate about 
Christmas…

3. Christmas should be cancelled 
because…

4. Christmas is bad for turkeys and 
bad for…

5. If God came to earth today, he’d 
say…

6. By the end of December, I hope…

7. Santa Claus: what I think is…

8. Christmas is magic because…

9. If Christmas was banned
then…

10. Christmas and Eid Al Fitr are 
similar because…

11. I prefer New Year to Christmas 
because…

12. What I’d like to ask God is…

13. I think Jesus was God on earth 
because…

14. Jesus could not have been 
God on earth because…

15. If I gave the baby Jesus a 
present, I’d give…

16. The real meaning of Christmas 
is…





Aged 8

A Shepherd’s diary

“I saw the most beautiful 

baby I’ve ever seen… it 

was adorable… I wanted to 

ask lots of questions… 

I did not say anything 

because they will laugh at 

me, but when I am an old 

man I will say and say 

again I love the sight I saw 

ages ago…”



The Madonna: one of the world’s 
most popular topics for a painting

• Mary, the Mother of Jesus (often called ‘The Madonna’) has 
been painted hundreds of thousands of times. Why is that? 

• Christianity is the world’s largest religion, with about 2 
billion members, around one third of the whole population 
of the world

• Christmas is the most popular festival in Christianity – lots of 
people who are not Christians celebrate it too.

• If you were an artist and you wanted to create a new 
painting of the Madonna, how would you do it? Discuss your 
idea with a talking partner, and if you have time make a 
quick first sketch.



Can you and your partner make 

up some good questions to ask 

about this picture, beginning 

with these words?

What...

Where...

When...

How...

Who...

Why...

Which...

What if...

Whyever...

Can you imagine...



Antonia Rolls, an artist who lives in Bognor 

Regis, made this ‘Male Madonna’ painting. Tell 

your partner what you think of the painting.

“If you change the gender 
of the person who holds 
the Christ Child, does it 
change everything? Or 
nothing? 
This is about the role of 
fathers, and the care and 
love they give to 
children.”

“The picture makes 
you think: ‘what’s 
wrong?’ But what’s 
right with it is that the 
father is a very tender 
person. It might make 
you look at men in a 
different way. It 
doesn’t diminish the 
Virgin Mary though.” 

“I think that in ordinary 
life God is just beside 
you, shining sunbeams 
on you.”  

Antonia Rolls paints 
stories of Jesus in 
modern settings, 
she says…

Christians have been 
painting pictures of 
the ‘Madonna and 
child’ for 1900 years!

Apart from Jesus’ death, 
there are more pictures 
of Mary and the baby 
Jesus than any other 
image in the world.  



What is this image all about?

Step 1: Raise questions.

Write questions around the 
edge of your sheet, beginning 
with at least 6 different ‘what, 

where, when, etc’ words.

Step 2: Discuss possible 
answers.  

On your new sheet, discuss 
possible answers to the 

questions that the previous 
group have written. 

Step 3: Become  
better informed. 

Read information 
about the artist and 

the picture.  

Step 4: Refine your answers.  

With your new knowledge, create 
‘deep’ answers to the questions. 

Hand your sheet back to its group-
what do they think of your 

answers?



If Jesus was born in your town today...

• Would he be born, not in a stable but in a bus 
shelter by Tesco?

• Would a pub landlord let them sleep in the garage?

• Would he be welcomed not by shepherds, but by 
dustbin collectors?

• Would wise women come from the East? (France, or 
Belgium)? 

• Would they bring gifts? What gifts?



David, 7, “I think if Jesus came to Earth 

today he would be a lollipop person, 

because he helps everyone and is 

always helping us to be happy.”



Jess Dobson age12

My work is about god in real life. Where is God? Perhaps he is 

walking down your street today. This picture is about showing or 

making people realise he will be there, but he might not stand out. 

My point is that if god suddenly walked down your street you would 

notice. The thing I like best about my work is the way that its 

different, it’s bright and simple. 



30 Bites: telling the story in class shared art





Asaf, 11 shows here that he is able 
to explain some reasons why the 
impact of religious celebrations 
today varies.

• He looked at different possible 
answers to the question: what is 
the real meaning of Christmas in 
the UK today? 

• The first list of points explains 
why the festival is seen in many 
different ways, showing he is 
alert to varied ways of looking at 
religions

• The personal explanation then 
goes on to consider how religion 
functions in the contemporary 
world, expressing ideas and a 
range of perspectives. This is 
characteristic of step 6



Part 2: 
Annunciation, 

Visitation, 
Advent, 

Christmas –
creative, 

thoughtful, 
spiritual

Select your favourite three of these for the 
chat box and give a comment. But also use 
all eleven – or do eleven better things!

A. Annunciation and visitation art work –
observe and reflect

B. Gabriel on the mobile…

C. Advent calendars

D. Which nativity?

E. Christmas is Church – visual learning

F. Paper the walls with your Christmas 
wisdom

G. Male Madonna

H. If Jesus was born in your town…

I. Shepherd’s diaries

J. Christmas story in 30 bites – classroom 
gallery or picture book

K. The real meaning of Christmas



Adverts: email me on 
lat@retoday.org.uk with ‘Salford’ 
in the title to take advantage…

Subscribe

• NATRE membership

• £80 the year

• 3 x RE Today, 3 books, 1400 
downloads, discounts on 
webinars, training and 
publications, monthly email to 
update…

• Schools in need can check 
eligibility to join our subsidised 
scheme, ‘Primary £1000’. £55 for 
two years. 

Buy
Relevant to todays’ work:

• 101 Great Ideas for Spiritual and 
Moral RE - £26.50

• Picturing Jesus Fresh Ideas  - £31

• RE in Action – 40+ examples of 
great RE. £25

• Series of 9 books: Inspiring RE 
£80 (usually £10 each)

• You can have 20% off because 
you are here today if you spend 
over £10.www.natre.org.uk/shop

All our great RE stuff available here.

mailto:lat@retoday.org.uk
http://www.natre.org.uk/shop


Drawing conclusions
• Subject leaders need to lead – this is more about 

practical inspiration than anything else!!

• The range of ideas that enliven RE is endless, but it 
helps to have some to adopt or adapt

• Great lessons are memorable, spiritual, thoughtful 
and factual – go for all 4!

• Giving RE time and space – head-space most 
importantly – leads to higher achievement

• Spiritual growth in and through RE is always an 
open possibility. Expect some children to thrive like 
this.


