(Blessing of the Couples)

Priest:

God, Eternal Father, bless and consecrate these couples in their love for
each other. May the Preparations for their Wedding Day be blessed and
filled with peace and joy. Draw them always closer to you and protect them
from any troubles or worries. We ask you this through Christ our Lord.
Amen. And may Almighty God bless you in the Name of the Father, and of

the Son + and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.
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MARRIAGE PREPARATION | # 4
LOVE FOR A LIFETIME

The Door of our House
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bridegroom. The Blue Marriage Documents have to be handed to your
Parish at least three days before the Wedding date. The Marriage Certificate
will be given at the end of the Wedding Celebration in Church. Fee for the
Parish Registrar: about £50. (Costs may vary from place to place)
Telephone for Bolton Registrar: 01204 3311885.

v Donations

Catholic Churches usually do not have “fees” for a Wedding, since it is a
Sacrament. However, a donation for the Church is always welcome and
needed. How much should the donation be? An appropriate donation is
based on the comparison with the other Wedding expenses. The Wedding in
Church for Christians is more important that anything else.

B ‘wu.sﬂmu.Mo.u. a wmmmwobmem‘, Creative Love

_A Lord, send out your Spirit
_,_ and renew the face of the earth.
Father, Jesus gave his life
because he loved deeply and completely.
May our love for one another
be all encompassing and all consuming.
Make our love be pleasurable.
Make it be creative as it is stable,
passionate as it is respectful,
gentle as it is strong,
so that all who know us will see in our
love the hand of our Creator God.
And when you bless us with children
may they grow in the knowledge of the
| passionate and energizing love that
has its beginning in the love you have
for the world and all its peoples.
We ask this through Jesus,
our Lord and brother.

When we come together in Church to seal our love and give
each other the Sacrament of Marriage, we can say this...

God has given us the gift of each other. He has brought us both
together. He sees us together as a unity. We have become an
original “invention” of God. He has created something new in
wanting us to become husband and wife.

We become who we are in our relationship to others All
through our lives we have lived, shared, worked, and made
experiences with other people. God was involved in all of this.
There wasn’t a moment of our lives that could have been
separated from God, from his love and from his care. He was
present in our lives in every step, in every experience, in every
joy or sorrow. God gave us our parents, our surroundings, our
friends, our experiences as a child, our teachers, our friends,
the people we trust. We was present in our decisions in life, he
was present also in our guilt and in our sorrow.

Now he has given us something else. He has given us the gift of
a husband or wife - someone who trusts and loves us so much
that they want to spend their whole life with us. It is worth
thinking about the fact that God has always known who we
would marry and share our lives with!

Our partner is a gift from God. A gift to me and only for me. At
the same time our husband or wife is also a message from God.
“Give that person, your partner, who I have brought to you,
all your love, your strength and your fidelity. Be there for each
other!”

We experience and love our partner and at the same time we

see in him or her the Living God, working, loving, sharing,
caring and giving me new life.

| 3 |
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choose a Nuptial Mass although only the Catholic partner may receive Holy
Communion.

v Wedding Service without Mass

It is quite normal to get married in the Catholic Church without celebrating
a Nuptial Mass. This does not make it less of a true marriage and the
service without mass is equally impressive and joyful. If one of you is not a
Catholic you and your family may feel more at home with this ceremony.
This is the form your marriage service will take if one of you isn’t baptized.

v Wedding Candle

There is a beautiful symbol of the wedding candle which is very popular at
weddings today. Three candles are on the altar or on a suitable place: two
family candles and a wedding candle. At the beginning of the ceremony, the
family candles are lit - perhaps by the two mothers of the bride and groom -
and then after the vows are made, the bride and groom take a light from
these candles and light together the wedding candle in the middle.

v Sacrament of Reconciliation

A beautiful way to prepare for your Wedding Day is to go to confession.
Since Marriage is a Sacrament, you need to prepare for it in a spiritual way.
Choose a good time and go to confession - you won’t regret it!

v Readers

The priest will read the gospel at your wedding. There will be other readings
from the scriptures too. You might like to ask some of your guests to read
for you. They will need to practise the piece so that they understand what
they’re reading.There are also the prayers of faithful or ‘bidding prayers’.
You can write these yourselves with the priest’s help. He will have some
general prayers that you can choose from or adapt if you want to. Another
guest could read these.

v Witnesses

You must choose to adults to witness your wedding by signing the register.
They don’t have to be Catholics. Normally the best man and a bridesmaid
are chosen but it could be your parents or close friends.

| 8 |

attitude and confidence is only possible if you believe if God and
if you believe that he commits himself to you.

God wants us to be together. This gives our love a Divine Light,
a Divine Strength, a Divine Nearness, God is the Third Person,
the Third Partner in our Marriage. This is what we mean when
we talk about Marriage being a Sacrament. Christ’s
commitment to us is for always. He never takes back his
promise or his “yes” to our lives.

In the Holy Mass, Christ is present in the Bread and Wine of
Holy Communion. In our Marriage Christ is also present in our
love for each other and in our Covenant. We can forgive each
other, because Jesus in our Marriage forgives us. We take time
to listen to each other, because Jesus in our Marriage wants to
listen to us, to our needs, to our hopes and dreams. We can love
each other for always because Jesus in our Marriage loves us
for always and will never take his love back. We can be patient
with each other’s weaknesses, because even in the worst row,
Christ never takes his leave or departs. His love is for always.

Our Marriage Sacrament - We are just great!

Envy is a terrible thing! People are envious of the car, that
someone has, or the garden, the clothes, the house, the wages,
the holidays, etc., etc. Envy makes people sick and bitter.

We don’t need to compare ourselves to anyone. We don’t need
anyone’s approval. We only need the approval of the one who
led us together in a Covenant - the Third Partner in our
Marriage. Through God’s “yes” to us in the Sacrament - we are
just great! We feel good about ourselves! We enjoy our decision!
We see the good in each other and are prepared to talk about
the good in us first
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