
(B
lessing of the Couples)

P
riest:

G
od, Eternal Father, bless and consecrate these couples in their love for 

each other. M
ay the Preparations for their W

edding D
ay be blessed and 

filled w
ith peace and joy. D

raw
 them

 alw
ays closer to you and protect them

 
from

 any troubles or w
orries. W

e ask you this through Christ our Lord. 
A

m
en.  A

nd m
ay A

lm
ighty G

od bless you in the N
am

e of the Father, and of 
the Son +  and of the H

oly Spirit. A
m

en.
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LO
VE FO

R A LIFETIM
E 

The Door of our House



Sa
cr

am
en

t o
f M

ar
ri

ag
e

G
od

 is
 b

eh
in

d 
ou

r 
L

ov
e

If
 w

e 
th

in
k 

ba
ck

 to
 o

ur
 o

w
n 

ch
ild

ho
od

, w
e 

ca
n 

re
m

em
be

r 
di

ffe
re

nt
 r

el
ig

io
us

 e
xp

er
ie

nc
es

, W
e 

ca
n 

re
m

em
be

r 
ti

m
es

 w
he

n 
w

e 
w

he
re

 in
 C

hu
rc

h 
w

it
h 

ou
r 

fa
m

ili
es

 o
r 

w
it

h 
th

e 
Sc

ho
ol

. 
Pe

rh
ap

s 
w

e 
ca

n 
re

m
em

be
r 

ou
r 

Fi
rs

t H
ol

y 
Co

m
m

un
io

n 
Th

er
e 

ar
e 

m
an

y 
re

lig
io

us
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

es
 th

at
 h

av
e 

 m
ea

ni
ng

 fo
r 

us
.

Si
nc

e 
be

in
g 

yo
un

g,
 w

e 
ha

ve
 o

ft
en

 p
ra

ye
d 

to
 G

od
. O

ur
 

re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

 to
 G

od
 w

as
 s

im
pl

e 
an

d 
sp

on
ta

ne
ou

s.
 W

e 
pr

ay
ed

 in
 

ou
r 

fa
m

ily
 a

nd
 in

 th
e 

Ch
ur

ch
. S

om
et

im
es

 w
e 

pr
ay

ed
 o

n 
ou

r 
ow

n.
 W

e 
sp

ok
e 

to
 G

od
 a

bo
ut

 o
ur

 c
hi

ld
lik

e 
w

or
ri

es
 a

nd
 b

ro
ug

ht
 

ou
r 

th
an

ks
 a

nd
 g

ra
ti

tu
de

.

A
s 

lif
e 

w
en

t o
n 

ou
r 

re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

 to
 G

od
 a

nd
 C

hu
rc

h 
ch

an
ge

d.
 

D
ou

bt
s 

ca
m

e 
on

 th
e 

ho
ri

zo
n,

 th
er

e 
w

er
e 

a 
fe

w
 c

ri
ti

ca
l i

ss
ue

s.
 

H
ow

ev
er

, w
e 

al
w

ay
s 

kn
ew

 th
at

 s
om

eh
ow

 G
od

 h
ad

 o
ur

 li
ve

s 
in

 
hi

s 
ha

nd
s 

- t
ha

t h
e 

w
as

 g
ui

di
ng

 u
s.

N
ow

 a
ll 

th
is

 h
as

 c
ha

ng
ed

. G
od

 h
as

 e
nt

er
ed

 o
ur

 li
ve

s 
in

 a
 n

ew
 

w
ay

. H
e 

ha
s 

ta
ke

n 
ho

ld
 o

f o
ur

 li
ve

s 
in

 a
 w

ay
 th

at
 h

e 
ha

sn
’t 

do
ne

 
be

fo
re

. W
e 

ha
ve

 fo
un

d 
ou

r 
pa

rt
ne

r 
an

d 
ou

r 
fu

tu
re

 h
us

ba
nd

 o
r 

w
ife

. T
hr

ou
gh

 th
is

 o
ur

 r
el

at
io

ns
hi

p 
to

 G
od

 h
as

 c
ha

ng
ed

. I
t i

s 
no

t t
he

 s
am

e 
as

 it
 w

as
 b

ef
or

e.
 G

od
 is

 d
iff

er
en

t. 
H

e 
ha

s 
a 

ne
w

 
N

am
e.

 H
e 

is
 th

e 
G

od
 w

ho
 h

as
 h

el
pe

d 
us

 fi
nd

 e
ac

h 
ot

he
r 

an
d 

w
ho

 
ha

s 
gi

ve
n 

us
 to

 e
ac

h 
ot

he
r. 

N
ot

hi
ng

 h
ap

pe
ns

 b
y 

co
in

ci
de

nc
e.

 
N

ot
hi

ng
 h

ap
pe

ns
 b

y 
ch

an
ce

 fo
r 

G
od

. W
e 

ca
n 

le
ar

n 
to

 
un

de
rs

ta
nd

 G
od

 m
or

e,
 w

he
n 

w
e 

lo
ok

 a
t o

ur
 p

ar
tn

er
. G

od
 h

as
 

se
nt

 h
im

 o
r 

he
r 

to
 u

s.
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A 
Sh

ar
ed

 B
les

sin
g

P
ri

es
t:

In
 th

e 
na

m
e 

of
 th

e 
Fa

th
er

, a
nd

 o
f t

he
 S

on
 +

, a
nd

 o
f t

he
 H

ol
y 

Sp
ir

it
. A

m
en

.

Fa
th

er
 in

 h
ea

ve
n,

 w
e 

co
m

e 
be

fo
re

 y
ou

 to
ni

gh
t t

o 
as

k 
fo

r 
yo

ur
 B

le
ss

in
g.

 W
e 

as
k 

yo
u 

to
 b

le
ss

 in
 y

ou
r 

lo
ve

 a
ll 

th
e 

co
up

le
s 

th
at

 a
re

 g
oi

ng
 to

 b
e 

m
ar

ri
ed

 
so

on
. K

ee
p 

al
l h

ar
m

 a
w

ay
 fr

om
 th

em
 a

nd
 m

ay
 th

ey
 a

lw
ay

s 
kn

ow
 h

ow
 c

lo
se

 
yo

u 
ar

e 
to

 th
em

 in
 th

is
 ti

m
e 

of
 p

re
pa

ra
ti

on
. W

e 
th

an
k 

yo
u 

fo
r 

ou
r 

Pr
ep

ar
at

io
n 

M
ee

ti
ng

s 
to

ge
th

er
 a

nd
 fo

r 
th

e 
th

ou
gh

ts
 a

nd
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

es
 w

e 
co

ul
d 

sh
ar

e.
 B

le
ss

 u
s 

al
l n

ow
 a

nd
 b

le
ss

 th
os

e 
w

ho
 w

e 
ca

rr
y 

in
 o

ur
 o

w
n 

he
ar

ts
. W

e 
as

k 
th

is
 th

ro
ug

h 
Ch

ri
st

 o
ur

 L
or

d.

A
ll

:
A

m
en

.

Sp
ea

ke
r:

Th
es

e 
ar

e 
w

or
ds

 th
at

 g
iv

e 
us

 s
tr

en
gt

h 
an

d 
co

nfi
de

nc
e:

 “
Lo

ve
 is

 a
lw

ay
s 

pa
ti

en
t a

nd
 k

in
d.

 It
 is

 n
ev

er
 je

al
ou

s;
 lo

ve
 is

 n
ev

er
 b

oa
st

fu
l o

r 
co

nc
ei

te
d;

 it
 is

 
ne

ve
r 

ru
de

 o
r 

se
lfi

sh
; i

t d
oe

s 
no

t t
ak

e 
of

fe
nc

e,
 a

nd
 is

 n
ot

 r
es

en
tf

ul
. L

ov
e 

ta
ke

s 
no

 p
le

as
ur

e 
in

 o
th

er
 p

eo
pl

e’
s 

si
ns

, b
ut

 d
el

ig
ht

s 
in

 th
e 

tr
ut

h;
 it

 is
 

al
w

ay
s 

re
ad

y 
to

 e
xc

us
e,

 to
 tr

us
t, 

to
 h

op
e 

an
d 

to
 e

nd
ur

e 
w

ha
te

ve
r 

co
m

es
.”

(T
he

 C
ou

pl
es

 r
ep

ea
t t

he
 fo

llo
w

in
g 

af
te

r 
pr

ie
st

)

I r
ej

oi
ce

 th
at

 I 
ha

ve
 c

ho
se

n 
yo

u 
in

 th
e 

Sa
cr

am
en

t o
f M

ar
ri

ag
e.

..
I r

ej
oi

ce
 th

at
 y

ou
 h

av
e 

ch
os

en
 m

e.
..

To
ge

th
er

 w
e 

be
lo

ng
 fo

r 
al

w
ay

s.
..

A
cc

ep
t m

e 
as

 I 
am

...
w

it
h 

m
y 

lim
it

at
io

ns
 a

nd
 m

y 
ta

le
nt

s.
..

w
it

h 
m

y 
ho

pe
s 

an
d 

w
it

h 
m

y 
fu

tu
re

...
W

he
re

ve
r 

yo
u 

go
, I

 w
ill

 g
o

w
he

re
 y

ou
 li

ve
, I

 w
ill

 li
ve

...
To

ge
th

er
 w

e 
w

ill
 b

ui
ld

 th
e 

H
ou

se
 o

f o
ur

 M
ar

ri
ag

e.
..

A
 H

ou
se

 b
ui

lt
 o

n 
th

e 
R

oc
k 

of
 J

es
us

 C
hr

is
t..

.
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bridegroom
. The B

lue M
arriage D

ocum
ents have to be handed to your 

Parish at least three days before the W
edding date. The M

arriage Certificate 
w

ill be given at the end of the W
edding Celebration in Church. Fee for the 

Parish R
egistrar: about £

50. (Costs m
ay vary from

 place to place) 
Telephone for B

olton R
egistrar: 01204 331185.

	✔
 D

onations
Catholic Churches usually do not have “fees” for a W

edding, since it is a 
Sacram

ent. H
ow

ever, a donation for the Church is alw
ays w

elcom
e and 

needed. H
ow

 m
uch should the donation be? A

n appropriate donation is 
based on the com

parison w
ith the other W

edding expenses. The W
edding in 

Church for Christians is m
ore im

portant that anything else.

|  10  |

P
rayer for a P

assionate, Creative L
ove

Lord, send out your Spirit 
and renew

 the face of the earth.
Father, Jesus gave his life

because he loved deeply and com
pletely.

M
ay our love for one another

be all encom
passing and all consum

ing.
M

ake our love be pleasurable.
M

ake it be creative as it is stable,
passionate as it is respectful,

gentle as it is strong,
so that all w

ho know
 us w

ill see in our
love the hand of our Creator G

od.
A

nd w
hen you bless us w

ith children
m

ay they grow
 in the know

ledge of the
passionate and energizing love that

has its beginning in the love you have
for the w

orld and all its peoples.
W

e ask this through Jesus, 
our Lord and brother.

A
m

en.

W
hen w

e com
e together in Church to seal our love and give 

each other the Sacram
ent of M

arriage, w
e can say this...

G
od has given us the gift of each other. H

e has brought us both 
together. H

e sees us together as a unity. W
e have becom

e an 
original “invention” of G

od. H
e has created som

ething new
 in 

w
anting us to becom

e husband and w
ife.

W
e becom

e w
ho w

e are in our relationship to others A
ll 

through our lives w
e have lived, shared, w

orked, and m
ade 

experiences w
ith other people. G

od w
as involved in all of this. 

There w
asn’t a m

om
ent of our lives that could have been 

separated from
 G

od, from
 his love and from

 his care. H
e w

as 
present in our lives in every step, in every experience, in every 
joy or sorrow

. G
od gave us our parents, our surroundings, our 

friends, our experiences as a child, our teachers, our friends, 
the people w

e trust. W
e w

as present in our decisions in life, he 
w

as present also in our guilt and in our sorrow
.

N
ow

 he has given us som
ething else. H

e has given us the gift of 
a husband or w

ife - som
eone w

ho trusts and loves us so m
uch 

that they w
ant to spend their w

hole life w
ith us. It is w

orth 
thinking about the fact that G

od has alw
ays know

n w
ho w

e 
w

ould m
arry and share our lives w

ith!

Our partner is a gift from
 G

od. A
 gift to m

e and only for m
e. A

t 
the sam

e tim
e our husband or w

ife is also a m
essage from

 G
od. 

“G
ive that person, your partner,  w

ho I have brought to you, 
all your love, your strength and your fidelity. B

e there for each 
other!”

W
e experience and love our partner and at the sam

e tim
e w

e 
see in him

 or her the Living G
od, w

orking, loving, sharing, 
caring and giving m

e new
 life.|  3  |



Fo
r 

th
is

 r
ea

so
n 

ou
r 

re
la

ti
on

sh
ip

 to
 G

od
 h

as
 to

 b
e 

di
ffe

re
nt

. W
e 

ju
st

 c
an

’t 
pr

ay
 to

 h
im

 in
 th

e 
w

ay
 h

e 
ha

ve
 a

lw
ay

s 
pr

ay
ed

 s
in

ce
 

ou
r 

ch
ild

ho
od

. W
he

n 
w

e 
he

ar
 th

at
 G

od
 is

 L
ov

e 
an

d 
th

at
 G

od
 

lo
ve

s 
ea

ch
 o

ne
 o

f u
s,

 th
en

 w
e 

kn
ow

 th
is

 to
 b

e 
tr

ue
, f

ro
m

 o
ur

 
ow

n 
pe

rs
on

al
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e 
be

ca
us

e 
w

e 
ha

ve
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

ed
 th

is
 

ou
rs

el
ve

s,
 in

 o
ur

 o
w

n 
liv

es
.

It
 is

 G
od

 w
ho

 is
 b

eh
in

d 
ou

r 
un

it
y.

 B
eh

in
d 

ou
r 

st
or

y 
as

 a
 c

ou
pl

e 
- 

of
 m

ee
ti

ng
 e

ac
h 

ot
he

r, 
of

 fa
lli

ng
 in

 lo
ve

 - 
G

od
 w

as
 a

lw
ay

s 
gu

id
in

g 
an

d 
pr

ot
ec

ti
ng

. T
he

 s
to

ry
 o

f o
ur

 lo
ve

 b
eg

an
 lo

ng
 b

ef
or

e 
w

e 
ev

en
 m

et
 e

ac
h 

ot
he

r, 
be

fo
re

 w
e 

w
er

e 
ev

en
 b

or
n.

 T
he

 s
to

ry
 o

f 
ou

r 
lo

ve
 b

eg
an

 in
 e

te
rn

it
y,

 w
he

n 
G

od
 s

aw
 u

s 
to

ge
th

er
 a

nd
 

w
ill

ed
 th

at
 w

e 
w

ou
ld

 b
e 

to
ge

th
er

. W
ha

t G
od

 h
as

 jo
in

ed
 to

ge
th

er
 

w
ill

 n
ev

er
 fa

il.
 H

e 
w

ill
 c

ar
ry

 u
s 

an
d 

st
re

ng
th

en
 u

s.
 W

e 
be

lo
ng

 
to

ge
th

er
 th

at
 is

 e
no

ug
h!

G
od

 is
 t

he
 T

hi
rd

 P
er

so
n 

in
 o

ur
 C

ov
en

an
t

W
e 

ar
e 

no
t p

er
fe

ct
. W

e 
m

ak
e 

m
is

ta
ke

s.
 W

e 
ha

ve
 li

m
it

at
io

ns
. W

e 
ca

n 
hu

rt
 o

th
er

s.
 T

ha
t i

s 
a 

da
ily

 h
um

an
 e

xp
er

ie
nc

e.
 W

e 
al

so
 

ha
ve

 o
ur

 li
m

it
at

io
ns

, w
he

n 
it

 c
om

es
 to

 h
av

in
g 

a 
ha

pp
y 

an
d 

fu
lfi

lle
d 

m
ar

ri
ag

e.
 W

e 
al

so
 r

ea
liz

e 
ou

r 
lim

it
at

io
ns

, w
he

n 
w

e 
w

an
t t

o 
gi

ve
 o

ur
 b

es
t a

nd
 a

ll 
ou

r 
lo

ve
 to

 s
om

eo
ne

. S
om

e 
pe

op
le

 
th

in
k,

 th
at

 th
e 

Ch
ri

st
ia

n 
vi

si
on

 o
f m

ar
ri

ed
 a

nd
 fa

m
ily

 li
fe

 is
 to

o 
m

uc
h.

 T
he

 id
ea

l i
s 

to
o 

hi
gh

 fo
r 

to
da

y’
s 

liv
in

g 
an

d 
pr

es
su

re
s.

 
Th

at
’s

 w
hy

 s
om

e 
do

n’
t c

ho
se

 th
is

 w
ay

 a
nd

 ta
ke

 a
no

th
er

 r
oa

d,
 

th
at

 s
ee

m
s 

ea
si

er
 fo

r 
th

em
.

Th
ro

ug
h 

th
e 

Sa
cr

am
en

t o
f C

hr
is

ti
an

 M
ar

ri
ag

e 
w

e 
ha

ve
 a

 
fo

un
da

ti
on

 th
at

 c
ar

ri
es

 u
s 

- t
ha

t s
tr

en
gt

h,
 th

at
 lo

ve
 is

 G
od

 
H

im
se

lf.
 If

 G
od

 h
as

 c
al

le
d 

us
 to

ge
th

er
, i

f i
t i

s 
hi

s 
w

is
h 

th
at

 w
e 

fo
rm

 a
 u

ni
ty

 o
f l

ov
e 

an
d 

lif
e,

 th
en

 h
e 

w
ill

 g
iv

e 
us

 a
ll 

th
e 

st
re

ng
th

 a
nd

 g
ra

ce
 w

e 
ne

ed
 to

 k
ee

p 
th

at
 u

ni
ty

 a
liv

e.
 T

hi
s 
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✔
 B

es
t 

M
an

Th
e 

be
st

 m
an

 p
la

ys
 a

 k
ey

 r
ol

e 
in

 m
ak

in
g 

su
re

 th
e 

ar
ra

ng
em

en
ts

 r
un

 
sm

oo
th

ly
. H

e 
br

in
gs

 th
e 

ri
ng

s 
an

d 
an

y 
m

on
ey

 n
ec

es
sa

ry
 fo

r 
in

ci
de

nt
al

 
ex

pe
ns

es
 o

n 
th

e 
da

y.

✔
 A

lt
ar

 S
er

ve
rs

Th
es

e 
ar

en
’t 

al
w

ay
s 

ne
ce

ss
ar

y 
bu

t s
om

e 
of

 y
ou

r 
fr

ie
nd

s 
or

 s
er

ve
rs

 fr
om

 th
e 

pa
ri

sh
 m

ay
 b

e 
us

ed
 to

 s
er

vi
ng

 a
t M

as
s.

✔
 U

sh
er

s
It

’s
 a

 g
oo

d 
id

ea
 to

 a
sk

 fa
m

ily
 a

nd
 fr

ie
nd

s 
to

 m
ak

e 
yo

ur
 g

ue
st

s 
fe

el
 w

el
co

m
e.

 
Th

os
e 

w
ho

 a
re

 fa
m

ili
ar

 w
it

h 
th

e 
ch

ur
ch

 c
an

 s
ho

w
 p

eo
pl

e 
to

 th
ei

r 
pl

ac
es

 a
nd

 
gi

ve
 o

ut
 b

oo
ks

. I
t i

s 
tr

ad
it

io
na

l f
or

 th
e 

br
id

e’
s 

gu
es

ts
 to

 s
it

 o
n 

th
e 

le
ft

 h
an

d 
si

de
 o

f t
he

 c
hu

rc
h 

an
d 

fo
r 

th
e 

gr
oo

m
’s

 to
 s

it
 o

n 
th

e 
ri

gh
t. 

U
sh

er
s 

ca
n 

al
so

 
he

lp
 to

 ti
dy

 u
p 

th
e 

Ch
ur

ch
 a

ft
er

 th
e 

W
ed

di
ng

 C
er

em
on

y 
is

 fi
ni

sh
ed

.

✔
 M

us
ic

Yo
ur

 c
ho

ic
e 

of
 m

us
ic

 c
an

 tr
an

sf
or

m
 th

e 
ce

re
m

on
y,

 e
sp

ec
ia

lly
 if

 it
 

en
co

ur
ag

es
 e

ve
ry

on
e 

to
 jo

in
 in

. M
ak

e 
an

 a
pp

oi
nt

m
en

t t
o 

m
ee

t t
he

 o
rg

an
is

t 
to

 b
oo

k 
hi

m
 o

r 
he

r 
fo

r 
th

e 
da

y 
an

d 
al

so
 to

 d
is

cu
ss

 w
ha

t y
ou

 h
av

e 
ch

os
en

.
 ✔

 F
lo

w
er

s
Yo

ur
 p

ri
es

t w
ill

 le
t y

ou
 k

no
w

 a
pp

ro
pr

ia
te

 ti
m

es
 w

he
n 

th
ey

 c
an

 b
e 

ar
ra

ng
ed

 
in

 th
e 

ch
ur

ch
 a

nd
 w

ho
 y

ou
 n

ee
d 

to
 c

on
ta

ct
 a

bo
ut

 th
is

.

✔
 P

ho
to

gr
ap

hy
Th

e 
ta

ki
ng

 o
f p

ho
to

s 
an

d 
vi

de
o 

re
co

rd
in

gs
 n

ee
ds

 to
 b

e 
di

sc
us

se
d 

w
it

h 
yo

ur
 

pr
ie

st
 b

ef
or

eh
an

d.
  M

os
t c

hu
rc

he
s 

al
lo

w
 p

ho
to

gr
ap

hy
 d

ur
in

g 
th

e 
w

ed
di

ng
 

se
rv

ic
e 

bu
t y

ou
 w

ill
 a

pp
re

ci
at

e 
th

at
 it

’s
 im

po
rt

an
t t

ha
t t

hi
s 

do
es

n’
t d

is
tr

ac
t 

pe
op

le
 in

 a
ny

 w
ay

. M
ak

in
g 

vi
de

o 
re

co
rd

in
gs

 c
an

 b
e 

a 
sp

ec
ia

l p
ro

bl
em

 h
er

e,
 

it
 n

ee
ds

 c
ar

ef
ul

 p
la

nn
in

g.
 M

os
t c

hu
rc

he
s 

do
 n

ot
 h

av
e 

en
ou

gh
 n

at
ur

al
 li

gh
t 

fo
r 

ph
ot

og
ra

ph
s 

or
 v

id
eo

 fi
lm

in
g.

 Y
ou

 w
ill

 n
ee

d 
to

 c
he

ck
 w

it
h 

yo
ur

 
ph

ot
og

ra
ph

er
. I

f s
pe

ci
al

 li
gh

ti
ng

 is
 n

ec
es

sa
ry

 d
is

cu
ss

 th
is

 w
it

h 
yo

ur
 p

ri
es

t. 
 

✔
 R

eg
is

te
r 

of
 M

ar
ri

ag
es

, 
G

o 
to

 y
ou

r 
R

eg
is

tr
ar

 O
ffi

ce
, u

p 
to

 tw
el

ve
 m

on
th

s 
be

fo
re

 y
ou

r 
W

ed
di

ng
, n

ot
 

le
ss

 th
an

 fi
ft

ee
n 

da
ys

 - 
A

pp
lic

at
io

n 
fo

r 
a 

W
ed

di
ng

 C
er

ti
fic

at
e.

 T
el

ep
ho

ne
 to

 
m

ak
e 

an
 a

pp
oi

nt
m

en
t. 

 U
su

al
ly

 P
as

sp
or

t o
r 

fu
ll 

B
ir

th
 C

er
ti

fic
at

e 
an

d 
D

ri
ve

r’
s 

Li
ce

ns
e 

ne
ed

ed
. I

f y
ou

 w
er

e 
bo

rn
 a

ft
er

 1
98

2,
 y

ou
 h

av
e 

to
 b

ri
ng

 
yo

ur
 m

ot
he

r’
s 

fu
ll 

B
ir

th
 C

er
ti

fic
at

e.
 C

os
t: 

ab
ou

t £
30

 fo
r 

br
id

e 
an

d 
£

30
 fo

r 
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choose a N
uptial M

ass although only the Catholic partner m
ay receive H

oly 
Com

m
union.

✔
 W

edding Service w
ithout M

ass
It is quite norm

al to get m
arried in the Catholic Church w

ithout celebrating 
a N

uptial M
ass. This does not m

ake it less of a true m
arriage and the 

service w
ithout m

ass is equally im
pressive and joyful. If one of you is not a 

Catholic you and your fam
ily m

ay feel m
ore at hom

e w
ith this cerem

ony. 
This is the form

 your m
arriage service w

ill take if one of you isn’t baptized.

✔
 W

edding Candle
There is a beautiful sym

bol of the w
edding candle w

hich is very popular at 
w

eddings today. Three candles are on the altar or on a suitable place: tw
o 

fam
ily candles and a w

edding candle. A
t the beginning of the cerem

ony, the 
fam

ily candles are lit - perhaps by the tw
o m

others of the bride and groom
 - 

and then after the vow
s are m

ade, the bride and groom
 take a light from

 
these candles and light together the w

edding candle in the m
iddle. 

✔
 Sacram

ent of R
econciliation

A
 beautiful w

ay to prepare for your W
edding D

ay is to go to confession. 
Since M

arriage is a Sacram
ent, you need to prepare for it in a spiritual w

ay. 
Choose a good tim

e and go to confession - you w
on’t regret it!

	✔
 R

eaders
The priest w

ill read the gospel at your w
edding. There w

ill be other readings 
from

 the scriptures too. You m
ight like to ask som

e of your guests to read 
for you. They w

ill need to practise the piece so that they understand w
hat 

they’re reading.There are also the prayers of faithful or ‘bidding prayers’. 
You can w

rite these yourselves w
ith the priest’s help. H

e w
ill have som

e 
general prayers that you can choose from

 or adapt if you w
ant to. A

nother 
guest could read these.

✔
 W

itnesses
You m

ust choose to adults to w
itness your w

edding by signing the register. 
They don’t have to be Catholics. N

orm
ally the best m

an and a bridesm
aid 

are chosen but it could be your parents or close friends.

|  8  |

attitude and confidence is only possible if you believe if G
od and 

if you believe that he com
m

its him
self to you.

G
od w

ants us to be together. This gives our love a D
ivine Light, 

a D
ivine Strength, a D

ivine N
earness, G

od is the Third Person, 
the Third Partner in our M

arriage. This is w
hat w

e m
ean w

hen 
w

e talk about M
arriage being a Sacram

ent. Christ’s 
com

m
itm

ent to us is for alw
ays. H

e never takes back his 
prom

ise or his “yes” to our lives.

In the H
oly M

ass, Christ is present in the B
read and W

ine of 
H

oly Com
m

union. In our M
arriage Christ is also present in our 

love for each other and in our Covenant. W
e can forgive each 

other, because Jesus in our M
arriage forgives us. W

e take tim
e 

to listen to each other, because Jesus in our M
arriage w

ants to 
listen to us, to our needs, to our hopes and dream

s. W
e can love 

each other for alw
ays because Jesus in our M

arriage loves us 
for alw

ays and w
ill never take his love back. W

e can be patient 
w

ith each other’s w
eaknesses, because even in the w

orst row
, 

Christ never takes his leave or departs. H
is love is for alw

ays.

O
ur M

arriage Sacram
ent - W

e are just great!
Envy is a terrible thing! People are envious of the car, that 
som

eone has, or the garden, the clothes, the house, the w
ages, 

the holidays, etc., etc. Envy m
akes people sick and bitter.

W
e don’t need to com

pare ourselves to anyone. W
e don’t need 

anyone’s approval. W
e only need the approval of the one w

ho 
led us together in a Covenant - the Third Partner in our 
M

arriage. Through G
od’s “yes” to us in the Sacram

ent - w
e are 

just great! W
e feel good about ourselves! W

e enjoy our decision! 
W

e see the good in each other and are prepared to talk about 
the good in us first

|  5  |



. G
od

 c
re

at
ed

 u
s 

fo
r 

lo
ve

. W
e 

ha
ve

 a
n 

en
dl

es
s 

so
ur

ce
 o

f l
ov

e 
w

it
hi

n 
us

. K
no

w
in

g 
th

at
 G

od
’s

 lo
ve

 c
ar

ri
es

 a
nd

 s
tr

en
gt

he
ns

 u
s 

is
 th

e 
m

ea
ni

ng
 a

nd
 a

im
 o

f t
he

 S
ac

ra
m

en
t o

f M
ar

ri
ag

e.
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Pl
an

ni
ng

 Y
ou

r W
ed

di
ng

M
os

t p
eo

pl
e 

ar
e 

ne
rv

ou
s 

on
 th

ei
r 

w
ed

di
ng

 d
ay

. Y
ou

’ll
 b

e 
le

ss
 n

er
vo

us
 if

 
yo

u’
re

 w
el

l p
re

pa
re

d.
 If

 e
ve

ry
th

in
g 

is
 p

la
nn

ed
 in

 a
dv

an
ce

 y
ou

 c
an

 ju
st

 e
nj

oy
 

th
e 

gr
ea

t d
ay

. I
f y

ou
 c

an
, t

ry
 to

 g
et

 a
 fe

w
 q

ui
te

 d
ay

s 
be

fo
re

 th
e 

w
ed

di
ng

. Y
ou

 
do

n’
t w

an
t t

o 
sp

oi
l t

hi
ng

s 
by

 b
ei

ng
 to

 o
ve

r 
ti

re
d.

 Y
ou

 c
ou

ld
 e

nd
 u

p 
go

in
g 

on
 

ho
ne

ym
oo

n 
ex

ha
us

te
d 

- m
ay

be
 e

ve
n 

a 
lit

tl
e 

ba
d 

te
m

pe
re

d!

H
er

e 
ar

e 
so

m
e 

pr
ac

ti
ca

l p
oi

nt
s 

to
 th

in
k 

ab
ou

t w
he

n 
yo

u 
ar

e 
pl

an
ni

ng
 y

ou
r 

w
ed

di
ng

.

W
or

k 
ou

t a
 b

ud
ge

t f
or

 y
ou

r 
w

ed
di

ng
 o

n 
w

ha
t y

ou
 c

an
 a

ffo
rd

. E
xp

en
se

s 
ha

ve
 

a 
w

ay
 o

f i
nc

re
as

in
g 

w
it

ho
ut

 r
ea

lis
in

g 
it

 a
nd

 it
’s

 a
s 

w
el

l t
o 

be
gi

n 
m

ar
ri

ag
e 

as
 

yo
u 

in
te

nd
 to

 c
ar

ry
 o

n.
 

Th
e 

pr
ie

st
 is

 th
er

e 
to

 h
el

p 
yo

u 
th

ro
ug

h 
th

is
 m

os
t i

m
po

rt
an

t d
ay

. I
f y

ou
 h

av
e 

an
y 

qu
es

ti
on

s 
or

 a
nx

ie
ti

es
 d

on
’t 

he
si

ta
te

 to
 a

sk
 h

im
. A

rr
an

ge
m

en
ts

 fo
r 

th
e 

w
ed

di
ng

 s
er

vi
ce

 v
ar

y 
fr

om
 p

la
ce

 to
 p

la
ce

 b
ut

 th
er

e’
s 

ne
ar

ly
 a

lw
ay

s 
an

 
op

po
rt

un
it

y 
fo

r 
a 

br
ie

f r
eh

ea
rs

al
.

Yo
u 

ha
ve

 to
 m

ak
e 

a 
nu

m
be

r 
of

 d
ec

is
io

ns
 a

bo
ut

 th
e 

ki
nd

 o
f s

er
vi

ce
 y

ou
 w

an
t. 

Th
e 

pr
ie

st
 w

ill
 e

xp
la

in
 th

e 
po

ss
ib

ili
ti

es
 to

 y
ou

. H
er

e 
ar

e 
so

m
e 

of
 th

in
gs

 y
ou

 
ne

ed
 to

 th
in

k 
ab

ou
t..

.

✔
 W

ha
t 

ki
nd

 o
f S

er
vi

ce
?

Th
er

e 
ar

e 
tw

o 
ki

nd
s 

of
 s

er
vi

ce
 in

 th
e 

Ca
th

ol
ic

 C
hu

rc
h.

 O
ne

 is
 a

 ‘W
ed

di
ng

 
se

rv
ic

e 
w

it
h 

N
up

ti
al

 M
as

s’
. T

hi
s 

is
 w

he
n 

th
e 

w
ed

di
ng

 it
se

lf 
ta

ke
s 

pl
ac

e 
as

 
pa

rt
 o

f t
he

 M
as

s.
 T

he
 o

th
er

 is
 a

 ‘W
ed

di
ng

 S
er

vi
ce

 w
it

ho
ut

 M
as

s’
. T

he
 p

ar
t 

w
he

re
 y

ou
 m

ak
e 

yo
ur

 p
ro

m
is

es
 is

 th
e 

sa
m

e 
in

 e
ac

h 
an

d 
bo

th
 a

re
 jo

yf
ul

 
ce

le
br

at
io

ns
. Y

ou
 m

ay
 fi

nd
 it

 h
el

pf
ul

 to
 d

is
cu

ss
 th

e 
al

te
rn

at
iv

es
 w

it
h 

yo
ur

 
pr

ie
st

 b
ef

or
e 

m
ak

in
g 

a 
fin

al
 d

ec
is

io
n.

✔
 W

ed
di

ng
 S

er
vi

ce
 w

it
h 

N
up

ti
al

 M
as

s
Th

e 
M

as
s 

is
 e

xt
re

m
el

y 
im

po
rt

an
t t

o 
Ca

th
ol

ic
s 

as
 it

 u
ni

te
s 

us
 w

it
h 

Je
su

s 
Ch

ri
st

 in
 a

 s
pe

ci
al

 w
ay

. N
or

m
al

ly
 tw

o 
Ca

th
ol

ic
s 

ge
tt

in
g 

m
ar

ri
ed

 w
ou

ld
 

ch
oo

se
 a

 N
up

ti
al

 M
as

s.
 If

 o
ne

 o
f y

ou
 is

n’
t C

at
ho

lic
 b

ut
 is

 b
ap

ti
ze

d 
yo

u 
ca

n 
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