
Primary RE Leads Spring Meeting.

9.30am arrival and refreshments.

10am Welcome and opening prayer.

10.15am Session 1:  Teaching Scripture for Meaning.

11.25am break

11.45am Session 2: Teaching Scripture for Meaning.

1pm Lunch

1.45pm Session 3: Lent and Easter

3pm finish



Session 1: Teaching Scripture for meaning 

Catherine Moss, Diocese of Salford 

Adam Robertson, RE Today 



Why focus on scripture in Religious Education and 
why a day’s course?

Scripturae Sacrae affectus (Devotion to Sacred Scripture) is an 
apostolic letter from Pope Francis published on 30 September 2020 
to celebrate the 16th centenary of the death of Jerome.



Saint Jerome’s impassioned love for the divine Scriptures was steeped in obedience. First, to God who revealed 
himself in words that demand a reverent hearing, and, then to those in the Church who represent the living 
tradition that interprets the revealed message. The “obedience of faith” (Rom 1:5; 16:26) is not, however, a mere 
passive reception of something already known; on the contrary it demands an active personal effort to 
understand what was spoken. 

We can think of Saint Jerome as a “servant” of the word, faithful and industrious, entirely devoted to fostering in 
his brothers and sisters in faith a more adequate understanding of the sacred “deposit” entrusted to them (cf. 1 
Tim 6:20; 2 Tim 1:14). 

Without an understanding of what was written by the inspired authors, the word of God itself is deprived of its 
efficacy (cf. Mt 13:19) and love for God cannot spring up. 

Jerome can serve as our guide because, like Philip (cf. Acts 8:35), he leads every reader to the mystery of Jesus, 
while responsibly and systematically providing the exegetical and cultural information needed for a correct and 
fruitful reading of the Scriptures. 

Pope Francis: Scripturae Sacrae Affectus (Devotion to Sacred Scripture) 
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Why focus on scripture in Religious Education and why 
a day’s course?
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2.4.4 Age 8-9 (Year Four) 
Through this year the pupils will learn about people whose lives have been transformed by faith and hope in 
God. In the first branch pupils will study Abraham and consider how he changed through acting on his faith 
and entered into a covenantal relationship with God. Pupils will explore aspects of the story of Elijah whose 
story shows the importance of faith and hope in God even in desperate times. Pupils will then make links 
between Elijah and John the Baptist. In these branches, pupils will begin to explore hermeneutics. Pupils will 
explore more about the type of Messiah Jesus is and what it means to live a life in Christ. Through learning 
about the theological virtues of faith, hope and love, the will encounter the belief that good deeds flow out of 
a love of God, people do not do good things and earn God’s love. They will revisit the lives of St Peter and St 
Paul with a focus on the theological virtues of faith, hope and love and learn about the place of the Blessed 
Virgin Mary in the communion of saints. 

RED Nov 2022 (Draft)



Free listing – what do we want pupils to know 
about texts in English???

Characters 
Narrative
Motivations 
Patterns 
Language
Genre 
Meaning
metaphor

We want pupils to think 
about scripture using these 

ideas as well!
Not just  retelling stories 
but enquiring into them 

deeply!!!!



Teaching Scripture for meaning

• see scripture as a form of literature – not mean it isn’t ‘true’

Author and a context

Multiple levels of interpretation

Allow pupils to hear and think about it’s impact in the world today

Refer to Pope Francis encyclical on this 

Not need a theology degree to do this!



Margaret Carswell: The problem….

When the role of scripture is limited to that of to supporting, validating 
or ‘proving’ a theme idea or concept, a number of best practices in 
education become redundant.

• They learn nothing about Scripture itself 

• They learn that authentic presentation does not matter 

• They learn that meaning is defined, given to them by others 

• They learn that thinking is not required and they disengage with 
Scripture 



The Three Pigs



The Three Pigs:
Becoming an interpreter

What is this story really about? 

What might someone who had no breakfast think 
this story was about?

A Homeless person?
An entrepreneur?

A person of faith?



To really access scripture, pupils need to have 
some understanding of:

The Literal meaning:

Context, author, time and place, the Literary form 
or genre  

The Spiritual meaning:

Impact on people at the time and readers today 



Margaret Carswell’s metaphor

The Bible is a message 
wrapped in words





Hermeneutics: Using Lenses and Words to help us 

Reading as the writer (behind text)

Reading as a reader (within text)

Reading as a believer (in front of the text) 



Reading as a reader (within text)

Red Lens unwraps the world the 
author wrote about and the way they 
used words to convey their message.



Reading as a writer (behind the text)

Author wrote for a particular group of 
people at a particular time to address 
a particular issue. 

Blue Lens unwraps the world of the 
author and their community.



Reading as a believer (in front of the text)

They wrote to say something 

Purple key is what we think the author:

Was trying to say to their community

Could say to us now – ‘ponder’ ‘wonder’



Questions you might ask of a passage of scripture

What literary form is it?

When was it written?

Who wrote it?

Who did they write it for? 

What can you tell me 
about the structure?
What kind of language 
can we see – metaphor, 
figurative etc? 

What was the author 
trying to say? 



Parables 

Idea of Parables – specific genre with a 
hidden meaning.

Enable pupils to become ‘interpreters’ 
of text

Understand the context of the time



Reading as a believer:
Hidden meaning boxes

Begin to introduce the idea of 
genre and literary form.

Begin to introduce the idea of 
multiple interpretations of 
scripture. 



Pupils have come up with shared interpretations of 
the ‘hidden meaning’. Not just one answer.

This is theological thinking.

The story is re-told around the outside. 
Retelling is the lower level skill here.

Reading as a 
believer:

In front of the text



Reading as a believer:
In front of the text

‘discerning’ 



What do you think of this 
idea for younger pupils?

Could it help with 
building on retelling to 
interpreting? 



Storytelling

Brains privilege story

If don’t know story – can’t work with it

How to help embed it in long term 
memory

Importance of stories for retrieval –
revisit with greater depth 



The Lost Son

Where is it found??
What happens before?

What happens after?



Reflective storytelling

Symbolism of sand

Script

Questions for pupils 



Lost Son activity 

What do you notice about this approach?

What do you like?

How might it help pupils engage with 
scripture? 
Could this work in your classroom?



Reading as a 
reader:

within the text
drawing out 

understanding  



What must have 
been going on for 
Jesus to have to tell 
this story?

What kind of changes 
might he have 
expected from his 
audience?

Reading as the 
writer:

behind the text

Reading as a 
believer

in front of the text



https://fishermanukmusic.co.uk/mercy/ Prodigal’s Return

https://fishermanukmusic.co.uk/mercy/


We chose the word lost sheep as this parable reminded us of 

the parable of the Lost Sheep.  The young son was lost once he 

had wasted his inheritance, he returned home to his father who 

had been waiting for him, like the shepherd looking for his lost sheep. 

The father like the shepherd didn’t give up searching and waiting. 

Both stories have an important message of forgiveness for us 

today.  God is waiting for us to return and be forgiven.

We chose the word desperate because the son looked 
and showed he was desperate.  He looked desperate in the 
painting with his shaved head, broken sandal and torn clothes.  
In the painting the youngest son is on his knees begging for 
forgiveness and asking to be treated like a servant which 
shows he is desperate for forgiveness and love.  The son was 
so desperate when he had wasted everything he hired himself 
out to feed pigs, he was so desperate he would have eaten the 
pig food. Pigs were seen as unclean animals in Jewish law so 
for the youngest son to work with pigs and to think about 
eating their food shows how desperate he was.  



Reading as a believer:
In front of the text

‘discerning’ 

‘Play with possibilities’ 

Develop critical thinking – moving 
beyond the ‘no wrong answer’

Becoming a ‘wise interpreter’  



Most likely to be 
Jesus’ message

Least likely to be 
Jesus’ message 





Interpreting other faith stories: The Prophet and the Ants 

Most likely message

Least likely message 

The Prophet and the ants.
What is the message in the story?

We read this story and the children decide on the most 

likely message.



Could you use an 
activity like this in 

your school?
Could it work in KS1 

and KS2?



Stephen Pett © RE Today Services 2017

The Prodigal Son

The Foolish Father

The Lost Son

The Foolish Son

The Forgiving 
Father

The Loyal 
Son

The Careless 
Country

What’s in a name?

The Two Lost 
Sons

Reading as a believer:
In front of the text

‘discerning’ 



Break Time 
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