
 

Let us pray….

Matthew 10:7-15
You received without charge, give 
without charge.

Lord Jesus,
As the Father sent you into the world,
so you send me to show all people 
your love.
Let my hands be your hands.
My words be your words,
so that I may give your love to 
everyone I meet and help to spread 
this love to the ends of the earth.
Amen.  

https://christian.art/daily-gospel-reading/matthew-10-7-15-2023/

https://christian.art/daily-gospel-reading/matthew-10-7-15-2023/


 

Religious Education in the Context of Catholic Schools.

Part 1: Context and Norms
Section 1.1: Religious Education in the Context of Catholic Schools
Section 1.2: General Norms

Part 2: Programme of Study
Section 2.1: Religious education in the context of Catholic Schools in 
England and Wales
Section 2.2: The structural elements of the programme of study
Section 2.3: Expected end of age-phase outcomes
Section 2.4: Model curriculum

http://catholiceducation.org.uk/schools/religious-education/item/1000034-religious-
education-curriculum-directory
https://www.ypdbooks.com/education/2134-to-know-you-more-clearly.html

http://catholiceducation.org.uk/schools/religious-education/item/1000034-religious-education-curriculum-directory
http://catholiceducation.org.uk/schools/religious-education/item/1000034-religious-education-curriculum-directory
https://www.ypdbooks.com/education/2134-to-know-you-more-clearly.html


1.1 Religious Education in the Context of Catholic Schools.

Outlines the current context of Catholic schools, alongside their 
nature and purpose including religious education which is 
delivered as part of the curriculum.

The Identity of the Catholic School for a Culture of Dialogue
Published March 2022  

Maternal analogy drawn.  The Catholic school, if it is thought of as a family
with Church as mother, can naturally extend her embrace to include others 
than her ‘own’ children. 

The school is a community rather than an institution, and the educational 
task is one of formation.

The Religious Education Directory is intended to ensure that the subject of religious faith is studied
in the context of the faith community and reflects its missionary character.
Our task is to make that place the Catholic school, with religious education at its heart.

https://www.vatican.va/roman_curia/congregations/ccatheduc/documents/rc_con_ccatheduc_doc_20220125_istruzione-identita-scuola-cattolica_en.html


Section 1.2: General Norms
Sets out the norms that fulfil the canonical duty the Bishops’ Conference 
has for setting out the general norms for religious education in Catholic 
schools.

Article 1 – Oversight of RE

Article 2 – Aims of RE

Article 3 – Outcome of RE

Article 4 – RE as the Heart of the Curriculum 

Article 5 – Compliance with the RED

Article 6 – Implications of the Primacy of RE in the Curriculum

Article 7 – Interpretation

Article 8 – Transitional Provisions  (September 2025)



Section 1.2: General Norms
Article 2 – Aims of religious education
The aims of religious education are:

1. to engage in a systematic study of the mystery of God, of the life and teaching of Jesus Christ,
the teachings of the Church, the central beliefs that Catholics hold, the basis for them and the
relationship between faith and life;

2. to enable pupils continually to deepen their religious and theological understanding and be
able to communicate this effectively;

3. to present an authentic vision of the Church’s moral and social teaching to provide pupils
with a sure guide for living and the tools to critically engage with contemporary culture and
society;

4. to give pupils an understanding of the religions and worldviews present in the world today and
the skills to engage in respectful and fruitful dialogue with those whose worldviews differ from
their own;

5. to develop the critical faculties of pupils so to bring clarity to the relationship between faith
and life, and between faith and culture;

6. to stimulate pupils’ imagination and provoke a desire for personal meaning as revealed in the
truth of the Catholic faith;

7. to enable pupils to relate the knowledge gained through religious education to their
understanding of other subjects in the curriculum.



Section 1.2: General Norms

Article 3 – Outcome of religious education

The outcome of excellent religious education is 
religiously literate and consciously engaged young 
people who have the knowledge, understanding, and 
skills – appropriate to their age and capacity – to reflect 
spiritually, and think ethically and theologically, and who 
recognise the demands of religious commitment in 
everyday life.



Section 1.2: General Norms

Article 4 – Religious education as the heart of the curriculum.

1. Religious education is the core of the core curriculum and is to be the source and 
summit of the whole curriculum.

2. Religious education is an academic discipline with the same systematic demands 
and rigour as other disciplines.

3. Religious education is to be delivered within a broad and balanced curriculum, 
where it informs every aspect of the curriculum. Every other subject is to be informed 
by religious education and have a strong relationship with it.

4. In each year of compulsory schooling, religious education is to be taught for at 
least 10% curriculum time within each repeating cycle of the regular school 
timetable.



Section 1.2: General Norms

Article 6 – Implications of the primacy of religious 
education in the curriculum.

1.Religious education is to be properly organised, 
coordinated, taught, and resourced.

2. In primary schools there is to be a Coordinator of 
Religious Education who is to have at least parity in 
status and remuneration with those of any other 
curriculum area.



Section 1.2: General Norms

Article 8 – Transitional provisions
1.This Religious Education Directory replaces all 
previous norms from 1 September 2025.

2. Until 1 September 2025, in any aspect within the 
scope of this Directory, schools may choose to comply 
with this Directory or the Religious Education 
Curriculum Directory 2012.



Part 2: Programme of Study

There are 4 sections to part 2. Bishops set our their expectations for the 
contents of this curriculum of religious education in each age-phase

Section 2.1. Religious Education in context of Catholic 
Schools in England and Wales. (pg9-19)

Focus on Catholic schools being fully Catholic, that religious 
education is fully religious and fully educational looking at this 
through a historical and cultural context.
This section also looks at the importance of the religious 
educator. (pg 18-19)



Part 2: Programme of Study

Section 2.2: Structural Elements of the Programme of 
Study

1. Knowledge Lenses (pg 21 – 35)

2. Ways of Knowing (pg 35 – 38)

3. Expected Outcomes (pg 40 – 44)

4.  Curriculum Branches (pg62)



Part 2: Programme of Study
1.Knowledge Lenses.
What should be known by the end of each phase. 

Study of Catholicism
• Hear
• Believe
• Celebrate
• Live

Study of other religions and worldviews
• Dialogue
• Encounter



Hear
• Revelation
• Sacred Scripture
• Creation and fall
• Covenant
• Prophecy
• Good news of Redemption 

1.Knowledge Lenses.

RED  pg 21 – 26. 



Believe

1.Knowledge Lenses.
RED  pg 26 - 29 



Celebrate

1.Knowledge Lenses.

RED  pg 29 – 32. 



1.Knowledge Lenses.

Live

RED  pg 32 - 34



1.Knowledge Lenses.

Dialogue
• Church’s teaching on intercultural 

dialogue

• Other Catholic churches and their 
liturgical rites

• Other Christian denominations

RED  pg 34 - 35. 



1.Knowledge Lenses.

Encounter

RED  pg 36. 



Understand

DiscernRespond

Part 2: Programme of Study
2. Ways of knowing

These are the skills that pupils should be developing as they progress through their RE curriculum journey.

Understand

DiscernRespond



Part 2: Programme of Study
2. Ways of knowing     (pg 35-38  EYFS pg 65) 

These are the skills that pupils should be developing as they progress through their RE curriculum journey.



2. Ways of knowing  (pg 35-38  EYFS pg 65)



Part 2: Programme of Study
2.3 Expected end of phase outcomes.(pg 40-44  EYFS pg 71-77 ) 

• The expected outcomes are a synthesis of the content outlined in the 
knowledge lenses and the skills described in the ways of knowing.

• Each age-phase has a prescribed set of expected outcomes that indicate 
what pupils are expected to know, remember and be able to do by the end of 
that phase, using the language of the ways of knowing and applying it to the 
discrete knowledge within each lens.



Part 2: Programme of Study
2.3 Expected end of phase outcomes.(pg 40-44  EYFS pg 71-77 ) 

• It is against these expected outcomes that schools will assess pupil 
progress, both formatively and summatively.

• This directory does not prescribe a particular approach to assessment 
but does provide clear expectations for each age-phase that will allow 
meaningful assessment to occur.



Part 2: Programme of Study
2.3 Expected end of phase outcomes.(pg 40-44  EYFS pg 71-77 ) 

• These age-related expectations also provide a basis for consistency of 
expectation in all schools across England and Wales.

• In turn, this will allow the Catholic Schools Inspectorate to make judgements 
about the quality of religious education in each school inspected under the 
National Framework for the Inspection of Catholic School, Colleges and 
Academies.



Part 2: Programme of Study
2.3 Expected end of phase outcomes.

Hear

Expected end of phase
outcomes.

Where you would find in
model curriculum.
Year 3. Branch 1. Expected 
outcome 1. 



Part 2: Programme of Study
2.3 Expected end of phase outcomes.

Believe



Part 2: Programme of Study
2.3 Expected end of phase outcomes.

Celebrate



Part 2: Programme of Study
2.3 Expected end of phase outcomes.

Live



Part 2: Programme of Study
2.4 The Model Curriculum

The model curriculum aims to draw pupils into an encounter with a story, the story of God’s
relationship with humanity. This encounter is not just a desiccated sample of knowledge and
understanding about a subject; it is rather a lively engagement with a faith tradition rooted in a
living community. It begins with contemplation of Creation’s nature and purpose surveyed with
the eyes of faith, a narrative grounded in awe and charged with destiny.





In this branch, pupils will revisit the first story of Creation from the book of Genesis. When they looked at this text previously, the focus was on revealing 
the nature of God, who creates and sustains all that is, seen and unseen, in a way appropriate for five-year-olds. As they look again at the text, teachers 
will draw pupils’ attention to what happens in this powerful poem. God’s spirit hovers over the ‘formless void’ (Gen 1:2), and when he speaks, his words 
have power that creates and brings order where nothing existed. The Church teaches that, for Christians, this points to the Trinity. Creation happens 
through the Word and Spirit. At this point in the year, pupils only need to
notice this; however, it will form the basis for a deeper exploration of the Holy Trinity throughout this year. Reading extracts from a psalm will also engage 
pupils with poetic writing, expressing awe and wonder about the created world. The central teaching point of the first Creation account in this branch is 
that God says it is good. Creation is God’s gift, his blessing. To highlight this, the narrative ends with a blessing which includes the day of rest, so not only 
is Creation good, but people must also take time to enjoy it. It is not that God needed a rest; instead, it is good for people to take some time away from 
work to appreciate and be thankful for the goodness of Creation. As part of this, the author points out that humanity is good, made in the image and 
likeness of God, male and female. Again, the complementary nature of male and female says something of God’s nature and enables conversations 
about equality and what being ‘made in
the image of God’ implies for how people care for each other and themselves. The theological term for this is ‘imago Dei’ and does require some 
reflection as it could lead to misconceptions about the nature of God. CAFOD has produced a short video that may help teachers explain this concept: 
https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sPfx2rVtgxs.
 The passages from Laudato Si’ are not written in age-appropriate language for primary pupils. However, pupils must know that in
his letter about caring for our common home Pope Francis reminds us of the importance of the first account of Creation. Pope Francis draws attention to 
the ‘profound teachings about human existence… They suggest that human life is grounded in three fundamental and closely intertwined relationships: 
with God, with our neighbour and with the earth itself. According to the Bible, these three vital relationships have been broken, both outwardly and within 
us. This rupture is sin. The harmony between the Creator, humanity and Creation was disrupted by our presuming to take the place of God and refusing 
to acknowledge our creaturely limitations’ (LS 66). Pope Francis also calls on all people to develop better habits of caring for Creation or ‘ecological 
virtues’ (LS 88).

General guidance: Wherever possible, resources for teaching should always look to diverse representations from the Universal Catholic Church. Teachers 
must teach the content through the lenses of Hear, Believe, Celebrate, and Live but do not have to follow the lenses in sequence.
The outcomes are provided as exemplars for teachers but are not compulsory. Key vocabulary is provided for guidance, not assessment purposes.

https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=sPfx2rVtgxs


Creation
&

Covenant
Season of creation  

Branch 1





✓ For the next academic year (2023/2024) schools are strongly encouraged to use their 
current schemes: Come and See and / or the Way, the Truth and the Life and develop strong 
learning journeys using these schemes and the work RE leads have undertaken with the 
Education Department.

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/resource-centre/education/religious-education/primary-re/primary-re-toolkit/

✓ All the Word topic planning guides and other faiths planning                                                          
documents for each year group have been downloaded and saved                                                                
in the primary section of the Salford Google Drive                                                     
http://bit.ly/EducationREPrimary CAFOD will continue to provide all resources                                                         
for topic nine in each year, these can be accessed here                                 
https://comeandsee.cafod.org.uk/

RED  2023 / 2024:

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/resource-centre/education/religious-education/primary-re/primary-re-toolkit/
http://bit.ly/EducationREPrimary
https://comeandsee.cafod.org.uk/


✓ Keep engaging with the Diocesan department of Education. A full CPD programme will be 
     provided for RE Leads, including regular updates and guidance, training days and 
     cluster  meetings throughout the summer term and the next academic year.

✓ Materials to support strong learning journeys, use of resources provided in the Resource Centre 
     (Lat Blaylock/ Adam Robertson)
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/resource-centre/education/religious-education/primary-re/re-leaders/

RED  2023 / 2024:

https://www.atcre.co.uk/cpd-monthly-zoom-2020  January 2021

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/resource-centre/education/religious-education/primary-re/re-leaders/
https://www.atcre.co.uk/cpd-monthly-zoom-2020


Prayer and Liturgy Directory (PLD):

✓ Produced by Department of Christian Life and Worship and 
Department of Education and Formation (CES and Liturgy 
Office). 

✓ Now agreed by Bishops will be available to dioceses in 
September 2023.

✓ Training will be provided to diocesan officers (October 2023) to 
then facilitate training with schools.  

✓ Implementation September 2025. 



 

CSI:
2022/ 2023

2 schools left to be inspected.
Thank you to our speakers in the CSI update sessions we have run this term – Sinead Colbeck, 
Gemma Hickey, Sam Fairhurst, Matt Lawrence. 
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/resource-centre/education/religious-education/primary-
re/re-leaders/

2023/2024 – 47 schools to be inspected.  Schools have been informed. 

✓ Latest CSI documents for schools: 
https://catholicschoolsinspectorate.org.uk/inspection-documents
(downloadable documents for schools).

Peter.Moore@dioceseofsalford.org.uk
 

Outstanding Good Requires 
Improvement 

Inadequate

3 18 4 0

https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/resource-centre/education/religious-education/primary-re/re-leaders/
https://www.dioceseofsalford.org.uk/resource-centre/education/religious-education/primary-re/re-leaders/
https://catholicschoolsinspectorate.org.uk/inspection-documents
mailto:Peter.Moore@dioceseofsalford.org.uk


Year of last inspection Next inspection before 
end of academic year

2014-15 2022-23

2015-16 2023-24

2016-17 2024-25

2017-18 2025-26

2018-19 2026-2027

    2019-2020 and

2022-23

5 year cycle restarts

2027-2028
2023-24 2028-2029

When will I next be inspected? 

Schools judged RI…

Please note that this is more flexible and is in negotiation with 
the Diocese and CSI . It usually takes place after 3 years of the 
last inspection to allow time to address the issues raised but 
can be sooner and no later than the 5 years. 

Year of last RI 
inspection

Potential date of next 
inspection

2017-18 2023-24
2018-19 2024-25
2019-20 2025-26
2022-23 2025-26

2023-24?? if any 2026-27

Schools judged good or outstanding 

Please be aware that the Bishop has the right to inspect his school at anytime and that the 
inspection will take place during the academic year identified below but not necessarily the exact 
term you were last inspected. 



 

Autumn RE CPD:
Date Session Venue

Wednesday 8th 

November 2023
Primary RE Leads –Developing Scripture in Primary RE.  Dr 

Margaret Carswell.  (70 places)

(1 place per school, booking will open in September)  

Dunkenhalgh. 

   9 –3 pm 

Thursday 9th November 
2023

Primary RE Leads –Developing Scripture in Primary RE.  Dr 
Margaret Carswell. (50 places)

(1 place per school, booking will open in September)  

Cathedral Centre

9 –3 pm 

Tuesday 21st November 
2023

Primary RE Lead Cluster Briefings (North) Zoom

3.30 – 4.45pm
Wednesday 22nd  
November 2023

Primary RE Lead Cluster Briefings (Central) Zoom

3.30 – 4.45pm
Thursday 23rd  
November 2023

Primary RE Lead Cluster Briefings (South) Zoom

3.30 – 4.45pm

New to Leading Primary RE. Half termly sessions beginning in early October (dates to be confirmed).
For RE Leads who are new to the role of leading RE and have not led a core subject before. 
There will be 5 sessions over the academic year focusing on different aspects of RE subject leadership.    
Zoom 3.45 – 5pm.  Please email Catherine.moss@dioceseofsalford.org.uk if this interests or applies to you.

mailto:Catherine.moss@dioceseofsalford.org.uk


 

Resource Centre:
✓ For all teaching staff. 

✓ Continue to update with resources incl. Prayer and
     Liturgy half termly newsletter and RE Lead updates.

✓ All CPD training in Primary RE Leaders section.
    (incl. PP from cluster session – Caritas, Laudato Si Centre,
    CAFOD, SVP ……..).

✓ CSI documents – descriptors, CSED. 

Please email education@dioceseofsalford.org.uk 
for password / log-in details

mailto:education@dioceseofsalford.org.uk


SAVE THE DATE!
Tuesday 3rd October 2023, 9:45am – 2:00pm

The Edge, Riveredge, Wigan WN3 5AB

5 spaces per school (Year 5 and above)

Hope in the Future Celebration Event

‘Together we are Ambassadors for Christ!’ 













https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/the-hub/lttf-plus/

https://www.mccrimmons.com/shop/books/a-journey-in-love-volume-1--book/

https://www.tentenresources.co.uk/the-hub/lttf-plus/
https://www.mccrimmons.com/shop/books/a-journey-in-love-volume-1--book/
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